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The  name  of  George  Fox,  the  most  eminent  among  the 
early  Friends,  is  justly  held  in  great  esteem  by  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  Society,  and  by  well-informed  persons  of 
other  religious  persuasions.  Under  his  ministry,  thous- 
ands were  convinced  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  of 
the  spiritual  character  of  the  Christian  dispensation ; and 
gave  evidence  of  a change  of  heart,  by  turning  from  the 
customs  of  the  world  into  the  self-denying  path  of  the 
disciples  of  Christ.  The  promulgation  of  doctrines  so  op- 
posed to  the  will  of  unregenerate  man,  brought  upon  him 
and  his  fellow-believers,  slanders,  stripes  and  imprison- 
ment; but,  through  all,  he  steadily  fulfilled  the  mission 
entrusted  to  him.  Like  the  Apostle  Paul,  he  could  say, 
“ None  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I my  life 
dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I might  finish  my  course  with 
joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I have  received  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.” 

It  may  be  a matter  of  interest  to  many,  and  especially 
to  those  who  claim  the  distinctive  title  of  “ Friends,”  to 
hear,  as  it  were  from  his  own  lips,  what  it  was  that  he 
believed  he  had  been  raised  up  and  sent  forth  to  proclaim 
in  the  world.  To  all  such,  the  following  extracts  from 
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liis  writings  are  commended.*  He  did  not  believe  or  pro- 
fess that  any  new  doctrines  had  been  revealed  to  him,  but 
rather  that  he  had  been  commissioned  to  revive  some 
vital  truths  of  the  Gospel,  which  had  been  preached  by 
the  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  his  apostles  and  disciples  in 
the  primitive  age  of  the  Christian  Church ; but  which  had 
been  much  lost  sight  of,  or  mixed  with  many  corruptions, 
in  the  darker  periods  of  its  history. 

His  description  of  some  of  his  early  exercises,  gives 
an  instructive  insight  into  the  solid  foundation  of  his  re- 
ligious experience,  wherein  he  was  led  to  clear  and  sound 
views  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion.  He 
says : 

I was  a man  of  sorrows  in  the  time  of  the  first  work- 
ings of  the  Lord  in  me.  I kept  much  as  a stranger, 
seeking  heavenly  wisdom,  and  getting  knowledge  from  the 
Lord ; and  was  brought  off  from  outward  things  to  rely 
on  the  Lord  alone.  Though  my  exercises  and  troubles 
were  very  great,  yet  were  they  not  so  continual  but  that 
I had  some  intermissions,  and  was  sometimes  brought  into 
such  an  heavenly  joy,  that  I thought  I had  been  in  Abra- 
ham’s bosom.  As  I cannot  declare  the  misery  I was  in, 
it  was  so  great  and  heavy  upon  me,  so  neither  can  I set 
forth  the  mercies  of  God  unto  me  in  all  my  misery.  Oh 
the  everlasting  love  of  God  to  my  soul,  when  I was  in 
great  distress ! When  my  troubles  and  torments  were  great, 
then  was  His  love  exceeding  great. 

After  I had  received  that  opening  from  the  Lord,  that 
to  be  bred  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  was  not  sufficient 
to  fit  a man  to  be  a minister  of  Christ,  I regarded  the 
priests  less,  and  looked  more  after  the  dissenting  peo- 
ple. Among  them  I saw  there  was  some  tenderness ; 

* Those  desiring  fuller  information  as  to  the  doctrines  and  testi- 
monies of  George  Fox ; the  spiritual  views  he  held  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  and  of  the  inconsistency  of  wars  and  of  oaths  with  its 
precepts ; and  the  manner  in  which  lie  exhibited  in  life  and  con- 
duct the  sincerity  of  his  profession ; are  referred  to  his  Journal, 
published  at  Friends’  Bookstore,  304  Arch  St.,  Philadelphia. 


5 


and  many  of  them  came  afterwards  to  be  convinced,  for 
they  had  some  openings.  But  as  I had  forsaken  the 
priests,  so  I left  the  separate  preachers  also,  and  those 
called  the  most  experienced  people ; for  I saw  there  was 
none  among  them  all,  that  could  speak  to  my  condi- 
tion. And  when  all  my  hopes  in  them  and  in  all  men 
were  gone,  so  that  I had  nothing  outwardly  to  help  me, 
nor  could  tell  what  to  do ; then,  Oh  then,  I heard  a voice 
which  said,  “ There  is  one,  even  Christ  Jesus,  that  can 
speak  to  thy  condition.”  When  I heard  it,  my  heart 
did  leap  for  joy.  Then  the  Lord  let  me  see, why  there 
was  none  upon  the  earth  that  could  speak  to  my  condi- 
tion, namely,  that  I might  give  Him  all  the  glory.  For 
all  are  concluded  under  sin,  and  shut  up  in  unbelief,  as  I 
had  been,  that  Jesus  Christ  might  have  the  pre-eminence, 
who  enlightens,  and  gives  grace,  faith  and  power.  Thus 
when  God  doth  work,  who  shall  let  it  ? This  I knew  ex- 
perimentally. My  desires  after  the  Lord  grew  stronger, 
and  zeal  in  the  pure  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Christ 
alone,  without  the  help  of  any  man,  book  or  writing.  For 
though  I read  the  Scriptures  that  spake  of  Christ  and  of 
God,  yet  I knew  Him  not  but  by  revelation,  as  He  who 
hath  the  key  did  open,  and  as  the  Father  of  life  drew  me 
to  His  Son  by  His  Spirit.  Then  the  Lord  gently  led  me 
along,  and  let  me  see  His  love,  which  was  endless  and 
eternal,  surpassing  all  the  knowledge  that  men  have  in 
the  natural  state,  or  can  get  by  history  or  books. 

Christ,  who  had  enlightened  me,  gave  me  His  light  to 
believe  in,  and  gave  me  hope,  which  Himself  revealed  in 
me,  and  gave  me  His  spirit  and  grace,  which  I found 
sufficient  in  the  deeps  and  in  -weakness.  Thus  in  the 
deepest  miseries,  in  the  greatest  sorrows  and  temptations 
that  beset  me,  the  Lord  in  His  mercy  did  keep  me. 

One  day  when  I had  been  walking  solitarily  abroad, 
and  was  come  home,  I was  taken  up  in  the  love  of  God, 
so  that  I could  not  but  admire  the  greatness  of  His  love ; 
and  while  I was  in  that  condition,  it  was  opened  unto  me 
by  the  eternal  Light  and  power,  and  I therein  clearly  saw, 
that  all  was  done  and  to  be  done  in  and  by  Christ ; and 
how  He  conquers  and  destroys  this  tempter  the  devil,  and 
all  his  works,  and  is  atop  of  him ; and  that  all  these  trou- 
bles were  good  for  me,  and  temptations  for  the  trial  of  my 
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faith,  which  Christ  had  given  me.  The  Lord  opened  me, 
that  I saw  through  all  these  troubles  and  temptations.  My 
living  faith  was  raised,  that  I saw  all  was  done  by  Christ, 
the  life,  and  my  belief  was  in  Him. 

John,  who  was  one  of  the  greatest  prophets  that  was  born 
of  a woman,  bore  witness  to  the  light  which  Christ,  the 
great  heavenly  prophet,  hath  enlightened  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world  withal ; that  they  might  believe  in 
it,  become  the  children  of  light,  and  so  have  the  light  of 
life,  and  not  come  into  condemnation.  For  the  true  be- 
lief stands  in  the  light  that  condemns  all  evil  and  the 
devil,  who  is  the  prince  of  darkness,  and  would  draw  out 
of  the  light  into  condemnation.  They  that  walk  in  this 
light,  come  to  the  mountain  of  the  house  of  God,  estab- 
lished above  all  mountains,  and  to  God’s  teaching,  who 
will  teach  them  His  ways.  These  things  were  opened  to 
me  in  the  light. 

Having  been  taught  in  this  heavenly  school,  and  re- 
ceiving from  the  Light  of  Christ  in  his  own  heart  a clear 
understanding  of  many  precious  doctrines  of  the  Gospel ; 
and  patiently  abiding  for  some  years  under  the  preparing 
hand  of  the  Lord  ; in  due  time,  he  was  sent  forth  to  pro- 
claim to  others  those  blessed  truths,  which  had  been  un- 
folded to  him  in  his  hours  of  silent  meditation  and  com- 
muning with  God.  In  this  service  he  was  a diligent  and 
faithful  laborer ; travelling  extensively  as  a minister  in 
Great  Britain,  Holland  and  America ; and  also  employing 
his  pen  in  the  production  of  many  books  and  papers  for 
the  spreading  abroad  and  defence  of  the  truths  of  re- 
ligion. 

His  views  on  a few  important  points  of  doctrine  are 
shown  by  the  following  extracts. 

The  Atonement  of  Christ. 

Many  passages  might  be  selected  from  his  works  to 
show  how  fully  and  unequivocally  he  owned  Christ  as  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  and  trusted  in  Him  as  the  sacrifice 


t 


7 


for  our  sins.  There  are  on  record  few,  if  any,  testimonies 
to  this,  more  clear  and  definite,  than  that  contained  in  an 
epistle  to  the  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  which  he  assisted  in 
preparing,  in  the  year  1671.  In  this  he  says : 

*We  plainly  and  sincerely  declare,  that  we  own  and 
believe  in  the  only  Wise,  Omnipotent  and  Everlasting 
God,  the  Creator  of  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and 
the  preserver  of  all  that  He  hath  made,  who  is  God  over 
all,  blessed  forever  ; to  whom  be  all  honor  and  glory,  do- 
minion, praise  and  thanksgiving,  both  now  and  forever- 
more! And  we  own  and  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  His 
beloved  and  only  begotten  Son,  in  whom  He  is  well 
pleased ; who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  born 
of  the  Virgin  Mary ; in  whom  we  have  redemption  through 
His  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins ; who  is  the  express 
image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  first  born  of  every  crea- 
ture, by  whom  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven 
and  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones, 
dominions,  principalities  or  powers ; all  things  were  cre- 
ated by  Him.  And  we  own  and  believe  that  He  was 
made  a sacrifice  for  sin,  who  knew  no  sin,  neither  was 
guile  found  in  His  mouth;  that  He  was  crucified  for  us 
in  the  flesh,  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem ; and  that 
He  was  buried,  and  rose  again  the  third  day,  by  the  power 
of  His  Father,  for  our  justification ; and  that  He  ascended 
up  into  heaven,  and  now  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 
This  Jesus,  who  was  the  foundation  of  the  holy  prophets 
and  apostles,  is  our  foundation;  and  we  believe  there  is 
no  other  foundation  to  be  laid  but  that  which  is  laid,  even 
Christ  Jesus;  who  tasted  death  for  every  man,  shed  His 
blood  for  all  men,  and  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and 
not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world, 
according  as  John  the  Baptist  testified  of  Him,  when  he 
said,  “ Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world.”  We  believe  that  He  alone  is  our  Re- 
deemer and  Saviour,  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  who 
saves  us  from  sin  as  well  as  from  hell,  and  the  wrath  to 
come,  and  destroys  'the  devil  and  his  works ; He  is  the 
Seed  of  the  woman  that  bruises  the  serpent’s  head,  to  wit, 

* Journal,  p.  443,  Philad’a  Edition. 
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Christ  Jesus,  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  First  and  the 
Last.  He  is  (as  the  scriptures  of  truth  say  of  Him,) 
our  wisdom,  righteousness,  justification,  and  redemption  ; 
neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other,  for  there  is  no  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  may 
be  saved.  He  alone  is  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our 
souls.  He  is  our  prophet,  whom  Moses  long  since  testified 
of,  saying,  “ A prophet  shall  the  Lord  your  God  raise  up 
unto  you  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me ; Him  shall  ye 
hear  in  all  things,  whatsoever  He  shall  say  unto  you : and 
it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  soul  that  will  not  hear 
that  prophet  shall  be  destroyed  from  among  the  people.” 
He  it  is,  that  is  now  come,  “and  hath  given  us  an  under- 
standing, that  we  may  know  Him  that  is  true.”  He  rules 
in  our  hearts  by  His  law  of  love  and  life,  and  makes  us 
free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  We  have  no  life,  but 
by  Him ; for  He  is  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  second  Adam, 
the  Lord  from  heaven,  by  whose  blood  we  are  cleansed, 
and  our  consciences  sprinkled  from  dead  works,  to  serve 
the  living  God.  He  is  our  Mediator,  who  makes  peace 
and  reconciliation  between  God  offended  and  us  offending. 
He  being  the  Oath  of  God,  the  new  covenant  of  light, 
life,  grace  and  peace,  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith. 
This  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  heavenly  man,  the  Emman- 
uel, God  with  us,  we  all  own  and  believe  in ; Him,  whom 
the  high  priest  raged  against,  and  said  He  had  spoken 
blasphemy;  whom  the  priests  and  elders  of  the  Jews  took 
counsel  together  against,  and  put  to  death ; the  same  whom 
Judas  betrayed  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  which  the  priests 
gave  him  as  a reward  for  his  treason ; who  also  gave  large 
money  to  the  soldiers  to  broach  an  horrible  lie,  namely, 
“ That  His  disciples  came  and  stole  Him  away  by  night 
whilst  they  slept.”  After  He  was  risen  from  the  dead, 
the  history  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  sets  forth  how  the 
chief  priests  and  elders  persecuted  the  disciples  of  this 
Jesus,  for  preaching  Christ  and  His  resurrection.  This, 
we  say,  is  that  Lord  Jesus  Christ  whom  we  own  to  be  our 
life  and  salvation. 

Equally  clear  was  the  reply  which  George  Fox  gave  to 
Nathaniel  Stevens,  the  priest  of  his  native  town  of  Dray- 
ton, who  asked  him, 
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* “ Why  Christ  cried  out  upon  the  cross,  ‘ My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  mef  And  why  He  said, 
* If  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me ; yet  not  my 
will,  but  thine  be  done  V ” I told  him,  At  that  time  the 
sins  of  all  mankind  were  upon  Him,  and  their  iniquities 
and  transgressions,  wTith  which  He  was  wounded ; which 
He  was  to  bear  and  to  be  an  offering  for,  as  He  was  man, 
but  died  not  as  He  was  God  ; so,  in  that  He  died  for  all 
men,  tasting  death  for  every  man,  He  was  an  offering  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 

The  Light  of  Christ,  the  Way  to  Salvation. 

The  great  fundamental  doctrine,  that  redemption  from 
sin  and  its  consequences  comes  through  the  atoning  sacri- 
fice of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  was  held  by  most  of  the 
religious  professors  in  England  at  the  time  George  Fox 
was  raised  up  and  sent  forth  with  the  gospel  message.  For 
this  reason,  though  it  lay  at  the  foundation  of  his  preach- 
ing, and  was  continually  brought  to  view  (as  his  volumi- 
nous writings  largely  evince)  ; yet  his  labors  were  more 
abundantly  directed  to  pointing  out  to  his  hearers  the  di- 
vinely appointed  way  by  which  they  might  come  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  that  sacrifice,  and  be  brought  to  have 
living  and  efficacious  faith  in  J esus  Christ.  This  divinely 
appointed  way,  is,  not  by  merely  assuming  to  ourselves  in 
our  own  will  and  time  to  take  up  a belief  in  Christ  in  re- 
spect to  his  incarnation  and  atoning  sacrifice,  but  by 
walking  in  the  Light  or  Spirit  of  Christ ; as  the  apostle 
John  testifies,  “ If  we  walk  in  the  Light,  as  He  is  in  the 
Light,  we  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  the  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ,  His  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.” 

George  Fox  says: 

t The  Lord  God  opened  to  me  by  His  invisible  power, 
how  “ every  man  was  enlightened  by  the  Divine  Light  of 
Christ.”  I saw  it  shine  through  all,  and  that  they  that 

* Journal,  page  57.  f Id.,  p.  72. 
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believed  in  it  came  out  of  condemnation,  to  the  light  of 
life,  and  became  the  children  of  it ; but  they  that  hated  it, 
and  did  not  believe  in  it,  were  condemned  by  it,  though 
they  made  a profession  of  Christ. 

*1  was  sent  to  turn  people  from  darkness  to  the  light, 
that  they  might  receive  Christ  Jesus ; for  to  as  many  as 
should  receive  Him  in  His  light,  I saw  He  would  give 
power  to  become  the  sons  of  God ; which  I had  obtained 
by  receiving  Christ.  I was  to  direct  people  to  the  Spirit 
that  gave  forth  the  scriptures,  by  which  they  might  be  led 
into  all  truth,  and  so  up  to  Christ  and  God,  as  those  had 
been  who  gave  them  forth.  I was  to  turn  them  to  the 
Grace  of  God,  and  to  the  Truth  in  the  heart,  which  came 
by  Jesus  ; that  by  this  Grace  they  might  be  taught,  which 
would  bring  them  salvation,  that  their  hearts  might  be 
established  by  it,  their  words  might  be  seasoned,  and  all 
might  come  to  know  their  salvation  nigh.  I saw  Christ 
died  for  all  men,  was  a propitiation  for  all,  and  had  en- 
lightened all  men  and  women  with  His  Divine  and  saving 
Light;  and  that  none  could  be  true  believers  but  those 
who  believed  therein.  I saw  that  the  Grace  of  God  which 
brings  salvation,  had  appeared  to  all  men,  and  that  the 
manifestation  of  the  Spirit  of  God  was  given  to  every  man 
to  profit  withal.  These  things  I did  not  see  by  the  help 
of  man,  nor  by  the  letter,  though  they  are  written  in  the 
letter;  but  I saw  them  in  the  Light  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  by  His  immediate  Spirit  and  power,  as  did  the 
holy  men  of  God  by  whom  the  Holy  Scriptures  were  writ- 
ten. Yet  I had  no  slight  esteem  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
but  they  were  very  precious  to  me ; for  I was  in  that  Spirit 
by  which  they  were  given  forth ; and  what  the  Lord 
opened  in  me,  I afterwards  found  was  agreeable  to  them. 

When  the  Lord  God  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  sent  me 
forth  into  the  world  to  preach  His  everlasting  gospel  and 
and  kingdom,  I was  glad  that  I was  commanded  to  turn 
people  to  that  inward  light,  spirit  nnd  grace,  by  which 
all  might  know  their  salvation  ‘and  their  way  to  God ; 
even  that  Divine  Spirit  which  would  lead  them  into  all 
truth,  and  which  I infallibly  knew  would  never  deceive 
any. 

But  with  and  by  this  divine  power  and  spirit  of  God, 

* Journal,  page  73. 
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and  the  light  of  Jesus,  I was  to  bring  people  off  from  all 
their  own  ways,  to  Christ  the  new  and  living  way ; from 
their  churches,  which  men  had  made  and  gathered,  to 
the  church  in  God,  the  general  assembly  written  in  hea- 
ven, which  Christ  is  the  head  of ; and  off  from  the  world’s 
teachers  made  by  men,  to  learn  of  Christ,  who  is  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life,  of  whom  the  Father  said,  “This 
is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  ye  Him and  off  from  all  the 
World’s  worships,  to  know  the  Spirit  of  truth  in  the  inward 
parts,  and  to  be  led  thereby,  that  in  it  they  might  wor- 
ship the  Father  of  spirits,  who  seeks  such  to  worship  Him  ; 
which  spirit,  they  that  worshipped  not  in,  knew  not  what 
they  worshipped.  * * I was  to  bring  them  off  from 

all  the  world’s  fellowships,  prayings  and  singings,  which 
stood  in  forms  without  power ; that  their  fellowship  might 
be  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  the  eternal  Spirit  of  God ; 
that  they  might  pray  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  sing  in  the 
Spirit,  and  with  the  grace  that  comes  by  Jesus;  making 
melody  in  their  hearts  to  the  Lord,  who  hath  sent  His  be- 
loved Son  to  be  their  Saviour,  caused  His  heavenly  sun 
to  shine  upon  all  the  world,  and  through  them  all ; and 
His  heavenly  rain  to  fall  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust  (as 
His  outward  rain  doth  fall,  and  His  outward  sun  doth 
shine  on  all)  which  is  God’s  unspeakable  love  to  the 
world. 

The  brief  notices  which  George  Fox  has  preserved  of 
his  ministerial  labors,  and  the  numerous  papers  issued  in 
defence  of  the  doctrines  he  preached,  show  that  his  teach- 
ing was  in  full  accordance  with  the  commission,  which  he 
thus  declares  to  have  been  given  him.  Out  of  a multitude 
of  similar  passages,  the  following  are  selected. 

In  defending  himself  before  the  court  at  Lancaster  fiom 
a false  charge  of  blasphemy,  he  said : 

*The  Holy  Scriptures  were  given  forth  by  the  Spirit 
of  God ; and  all  people  must  first  come  to  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  themselves,  by  which  they  might  know  God  and 
Christ,  of  whom  the  prophets  and  apostles  learnt ; and  by 
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the  same  Spirit  know  the  Holy  Scriptures  ; for  as  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  in  them  that  gave  forth  the  Scriptures, 
so  the  same  Spirit  must  be  in  all  them  that  come  to  know 
and  understand  the  Scriptures.  By  which  Spirit  they 
might  have  fellowship  with  the  Son,  with  the  Father,  with 
the  Scriptures,  and  with  one  another : and  without  this 
Spirit  they  can  know  neither  God,  Christ,  nor  the  Scrip- 
tures, nor  have  a right  fellowship  one  with  another. 

At  a meeting  held  at  Brigham,  his  service  is  thus  de- 
scribed : 

* The  Lord  opened  my  mouth  and  I declared  His  ever- 
lasting truth  and  word  of  life  to  the  people ; directing 
them  to  the  Spirit  of  God  in  themselves,  by  which  they 
might  know  God,  Christ  and  the  Scriptures,  and  come  to 
have  heavenly  fellowship  in  the  Spirit.  I declared  to 
them  that  every  one  that  cometh  into  the  world  was  en- 
lightened by  Christ  the  Life  ; by  which  light  they  might 
see  their  sins,  and  Christ  who  was  come  to  save  them 
from  their  sins,  and  died  for  them.  And  if  they  came  to 
walk  in  this  light,  they  might  therein  see  Christ  to  be  the 
author  of  their  faith  and  the  finisher  thereof;  their  shep- 
herd to  feed  them,  their  priest  to  teach  them,  their  great 
prophet  to  open  divine  mysteries  unto  them,  and  to  be 
always  present  with  them.  I opened  also  to  them,  in  the 
openings  of  the  Lord,  the  first  covenant,  showing  them 
the  figures  and  the  substance  of  those  figures ; and  so 
bringing  them  on  to  Christ,  the  new  covenant.  I also 
manifested  to  them  that  there  had  been  a night  of  aposta- 
cy  since  the  apostles’  days ; but  that  now  the  everlasting 
gospel  was  preached  again,  which  brought  life  and  im- 
mortality to  light ; and  the  day  of  the  Lord  was  come, 
and  Christ  was  come  to  teach  His  people  himself  by  His 
light,  grace,  power  and  spirit.  A fine  opportunity  the 
Lord  gave  me  to  preach  truth  that  day  for  about  three 
hours,  and  all  was  quiet.  Many  hundreds  were  con- 
vinced ; and  some  of  them  praised  God,  and  said,  “ Now 
we  know  the  first  step  to  peace.” 

In  1652,  George  Fox  was  at  Firbank  Chapel  in  West- 
moreland, where,  he  says : 

* Journal,  page  143. 
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*It  was  judged  there  were  above  a thousand  people  ; 
amongst  whom  I declared  God’s  everlasting  truth  and 
word  of  life  freely  and  largely,  directing  all  to  the  Spirit 
of  God  in  themselves ; that  they  might  be  turned  from 
the  darkness  to  the  light,  and  believe  in  it,  that  they 
might  become  the  children  of  it,  and  might  be  turned  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  ; and  by  the  Spirit  of  truth 
might  be  led  into  all  truth,  and  sensibly  understand  the 
words  of  the  prophets,  of  Christ  and  of  the  apostles ; and 
might  all  come  to  know  Christ  to  be  their  teacher  to  in- 
struct them,  their  counsellor  to  direct  them,  their  shep- 
herd to  feed  them,  their  bishop  to  oversee  them,  and  their 
prophet  to  open  divine  mysteries  to  them ; and  might 
know  their  bodies  to  be  prepared,  sanctified  and  made 
fit  temples  for  God  and  Christ  to  dwell  in. 

He  adds : 

The  Lord’s  convincing  power  accompanied  my  min- 
istry, and  reached  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  people; 
whereby  many  were  convinced. 

In  1656,  he  issued  an  Address  to  Magistrates,  from 
which  the  following  passage  is  taken. 

f This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  God  to  you,  and  a charge 
to  you  all,  in  the  presence  of  the  living  God  of  heaven 
and  earth : every  man  of  you  being  enlightened  with  a 
light  that  cometh  from  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  people’s 
souls ; to  the  light  all  take  heed,  that  with  it  you  may 
see  Christ  from  whom  the  light  cometh,  you  may  see  Him 
to  be  your  Saviour  by  whom  the  world  was  made,  who 
saith,  “ Learn  of  me.”  But  if  ye  hate  this  light,  ye  hate 
Christ ; who  doth  enlighten  you  all,  that  you  all  through 
Him  might  believe.  * * This  light  is  your  way  to 

salvation,  if  you  walk  in  it ; and  this  light  is  your  con- 
demnation, if  you  reject  and  hate  it.  You  can  never  come 
to  Christ,  the  second  Priest,  unless  you  come  to  the  light 
which  the  second  Priest  hath  enlightened  you  withal. 

* Journal,  page  115. 
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Very  similar  to  this  is  the  language  used  in  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Cornwall. 

Every  one  of  you  hath  a light  from  Christ,  which  lets 
you  see  you  should  not  lie,  nor  do  wrong  to  any,  nor 
swear,  nor  curse,  nor  take  God’s  name  in  vain,  nor  steal. 
It  is  the  Light  that  shows  you  these  evil  deeds : which  if 
you  love  and  come  unto  it,  and  follow  it,  it  will  lead  you 
to  Christ,  who  is  the  way  to  the  Father,  from  whom  it 
comes ; where  no  unrighteousness  enters,  nor  ungodliness. 
If  you  hate  this  light  it  will  be  your  condemnation  ; but 
if  you  love  it  and  come  to  it,  you  will  come  to  Christ. 

In  1687,  when  drawing  towards  the  close  of  life,  he 
wrote  a short  paper,  “directing  to  the  right  way  and 
means,  whereby  people  might  come  unto  Christ.”  It  may 
be  regarded  as  a summary,  or  comprehensive  statement  of 
his  life-long  teaching — a teaching  which  was  eminently 
practical ; not  designed  to  amuse  his  hearers  with  acute 
intellectual  disquisitions ; nor  calculated  to  give  them  a 
false  sense  of  security,  by  relying  on  the  merits  of  the 
atoning  sacrifice  of  our  Saviour,  without  obeying  His  Spirit 
in  the  heart ; but  as  William  Penn  says,  dealing  in  “sen- 
sible and  practical  truths,  tending  to  conversion  and  re- 
generation, and  the  setting  up  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the 
hearts  of  men.”  From  it  the  following  passages  are 
taken. 

*Christ  saith,  “ I am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life ; 
no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me.”  And  again, 
“ No  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath 
sent  me  draw  him.”  Now,  what  is  the  means  by  which 
God  doth  draw  people  to  His  Son,  but  by  His  Holy  Spirit, 
who  “ poureth  out  of  His  Spirit  upon  all  flesh,”  that  is, 
all  men  and  women.  By  this  Holy  Spirit,  the  holy  and 
righteous  God  doth  draw  people  from  their  unrighteous- 
ness and  unholiness  to  Christ,  the  righteous  and  holy  One, 
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the  great  Prophet  in  His  new  covenant  and  new  testament, 
whom  Moses  in  the  old  covenant  and  testament  said,  God 
would  raise  up  like  unto  him,  whom  people  should  hear 
in  all  things ; and  they  that  would  not  hear  Him  should 
be  cut  off.  They  that  do  not  hear  the  Son  of  God,  the 
great  Prophet,  do  not  mind  the  drawing  of  the  Father  by 
His  Holy  Spirit  to  His  Son;  but  they  that  mind  the 
drawings  of  the  good  Spirit  of  the  Father  to  His  Son,  the 
Spirit  doth  give  them  understanding  to  know  God  and 
Jesus  Christ,  which  is  eternal  life.  Then  they  know  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life,  and  that 
none  can  come  unto  God  but  by  and  through  His  Son. 

Justification  and  Sanctification. 

Among  the  professors  of  religion  in  England,  at  that 
time,  an  opinion  widely  prevailed,  that  forgiveness  of  sin 
might  be  experienced  without  being  accompanied  by  prac- 
tical holiness.  Hence  persons  were  led  to  suppose  them- 
selves safe,  while  still  in  bondage  to  corruption.  If  they 
only  professed  faith  in  Christ,  they  might  trust  that  His 
merits  and  righteousness  would  be  imputed  to  them,  and 
that  thus  they  would  be  accepted,  without  themselves 
being  freed  from  the  dominion  of  sin.  George  Fox  main- 
tained, that  whatever  theoretical  distinctions  might  be 
drawn,  yet  practically  the  redemption  which  is  by  Christ, 
is  both  from  the  guilt  and  the  power  of  sin ; and  that  this 
is  never  divided,  but  that  all  that  pertains  to  our  com- 
plete salvation  is  to  be  experienced  by  our  being  brought 
into  unity  with  His  holy  Spirit  as  revealed  in  our  hearts. 
Thus,  in  his  reply  to  Philip  Taverner,  he  says : 

*So  far  as  a man  is  sanctified,  so  far  is  he  justified,  and  no 
farther;  for  the  same  that  sanctifies  a man  justifies  him  ; 
for  the  same  that  is  his  sanctification,  is  his  justification, 
and  his  wisdom,  and  his  redemption ; he  that  knows  one 
of  them  knows  all;  he  that  doth  not  feel  one  of  them, 
feels  none  of  them  at  all. 

*Works,  Phila.  Ed.  of  1831,  vol.  3,  page  450. 
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In  answer  to  priest  Ferguson,  he  says; 

* Justification  and  sanctification  are  one ; for  Christ,  who 
is  the  justification  and  sanctification,  is  one. 

And  to  priest  Fowler ; 

f Justification  sets  not  aside  the  work  of  sanctification, 
nor  the  new  birth,  but  is  one  with  it;  for  justification  is 
sanctification;  for  they  who  are  justified,  it  is  by  Christ, 
who  is  the  sanctifier,  and  they  who  are  in  Him,  witness 
the  new  birth ; for  as  many  as  receive  Him,  Christ,  who 
doth  enlighten  every  one  that  comes  into  the  world ; as 
many  as  receive  Him,  to  them  He  gives  power  to  become 
the  sons  of  God. 

To  one  who  had  said,  “ Justification  hath  its  rise  from 
what  Christ  hath  done  and  suffered  for  us,  not  from  what 
He  hath  done  in  us,”  he  thus  unfolds  the  inseparable  con- 
nection between  forgiveness  and  holiness. 

JNo  man  knoweth  justification,  but  as  he  knoweth  it 
wrought  within,  from  Christ.  And  no  man  knows  the 
Seed  that  was  offered,  the  Sacrifice  of  the  whole  world, 
but  as  he  knows  it  within,  through  the  faith.  * * And 
justification  and  sanctification  are  * * not  two  things 
really  distinct  in  their  nature,  but  really  one ; for  Christ 
our  sanctification  and  justification,  is  He  that  sanctifies 
and  justifies. 


Worship  and  Ministry. 

The  whole  tendency  of  George  Fox’s  doctrine  and 
ministry  was  to  settle  his  hearers  in  a close  attention  to 
the  inward  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  to  bring 
them  off  from  a dependence  on  the  teachings  of  man. 
Hence,  when  Friends  were  gathered  into  meetings  by 

* Works,  vol.  3,  page  463.  f Id.,  page  466.  f Id.,  page  487. 
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themselves,  they  were  taught  to  sit  down  in  silence,  and 
each  one  to  turn  inward  and  feel  after  the  Divine  presence 
for  himself ; and  not  to  consider,  as  others  did,  that  no 
religious  worship  could  be  performed  unless  words  were 
spoken  among  them.  The  usefulness  in  the  Church  of  a 
true  Gospel  ministry  was  fully  recognized ; but  its  great 
object  was  maintained  to  be,  to  bring  people  to  that  inward 
Teacher,  who  alone  could  unfold  to  them  all  things  need- 
ful for  salvation.  Such  ministry,  he  taught,  could  only 
be  exercised  by  those  who  had  been  divinely  commissioned 
therefor.  And  after  such  a gift  had  been  received,  it  was 
necessary  to  know  a renewed  qualification  on  every  occa- 
sion of  its  exercise,  so  that  all  that  was  done  in  this  weighty 
service  might  be  in  the  Divine  ordering,  and  not  in  the 
wisdom  and  will  of  man.  His  own  practice  was  conformed 
to  these  principles.  Thus  he  says : 

*1  went  to  Mansfield  where  was  a great  meeting  of  pro- 
fessors and  people,  and  I was  moved  to  pray ; and  the 
Lord’s  power  was  so  great,  that  the  house  seemed  to  be 
shaken.  After  I had  prayed,  one  of  the  professors  would 
pray ; which  brought  deadness  and  a veil  over  them. 
Others  of  the  professors  were  grieved  at  him,  and  told 
him  it  was  a temptation  upon  him.  Then  he  came  to  me 
and  desired  that  I would  pray  again,  but  I could  not  pray 
in  man’s  will. 

In  another  part  of  his  Journal  this  passage  occurs : 

jT  passed  to  another  town,  where  was  another  great 
meeting,  and  the  old  priest  went  along  with  me ; and  there 
came  professors  of  several  sorts  to  it.  I sate  on  a hay- 
stack and  spoke  nothing  for  some  hours ; for  I was  to 
famish  them  from  words.  The  professors  would  ever  and 
anon  be  speaking  to  the  old  priest,  and  asking  him  when 
I would  begin,  and  when  I would  speak?  He  bade  them 
wait ; and  told  them  that  the  people  waited  upon  Christ  a 
long  while  before  He  spake.  At  last  1 was  moved  of  the 
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Lord  to  speak ; and  they  were  struck  by  the  Lord’s  power. 
The  word  of  life  reached  to  them,  and  there  was  a general 
convincement  amongst  them. 

In  speaking  of  the  ministry,  he  uses  this  language : 

None  can  be  a minister  of  Christ  Jesus,  but  in  the  eternal 
Spirit,  which  was  before  the  Scriptures  were  given  forth : 
for  if  they  have  not  the  Spirit,  they  are  none  of  His. 

At  a Yearly  Meeting  held  at  John  Crook’s,  in  1658, 
George  Fox  says:  “I  was  moved  to  declare  and  open 
divers  things  to  those  Friends  who  had  received  a part  of 
the  ministry,  concerning  the  exercise  of  their  spiritual 
gifts  in  the  church.”  Among  these  were  the  following : 

*Take  heed  of  many  words ; what  reacheth  to  the  life, 
settles  in  the  life. 

When  all  are  settled  in  the  life,  they  are  in  that  which 
remains  forever;  and  what  is  received  there  is  received 
from  the  Lord ; and  what  one  receiveth  from  the  Lord,  he 
keepeth;  so  he  sitteth  still,  cool  and  quiet  in  his  own 
spirit ; and  gives  it  forth  as  he  is  moved. 

Friends,  this  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  you  all,  be 
watchful  and  careful  in  all  meetings  ye  come  into ; for 
when  Friends  are  sitting  together  in  silence,  they  are 
many  times  gathered  into  their  own  measures. 

There  is  great  danger,  too,  in  travelling  abroad  in  the 
world.  The  same  power  that  moves  any  to  go  forth,  is 
that  which  must  keep  them.  For  it  is  the  greatest  danger 
to  go  abroad,  except  a man  be  moved  of  the  Lord,  and 
go  in  the  power  of  the  Lord. 

And  every  one  feeling  the  danger  to  his  own  particular 
in  travelling  abroad,  then  the  pure  fear  of  the  Lord  will 
be  kept  in.  For  though  they  that  travel  may  have 
openings  when  they  are  abroad,  to  minister  to  others ; yet 
as  for  their  own  particular  growth,  they  must  dwell  in  the 
life,  which  doth  open : and  that  will  keep  down  that  which 
would  boast. 
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If  any  one  have  a moving  to  any  place,  and  have  spoken 
what  they  were  moved  of  the  Lord,  let  them  return  to 
their  habitation  again,  and  live  in  the  pure  life  of  God, 
and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

In  his  Epistles  the  following  advices  occur. 

*A11  Friends,  who  are  moved  of  the  Lord  to  speak  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  whom  the  Lord  hath  made  to  be  His 
mouth,  speak  not  your  own  words  to  feed  the  sensual  part 
of  man  in  your  own  wills  ; for  there  God  is  not  honored 
and  wisdom  is  not  justified.  But  ye  that  are  moved  to 
speak  in  steeple-houses  or  to  the  priests,  (who  have  not 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  but  the  letter,)  speak  the  word  of 
the  Lord  faithfully,  neither  add  to  it  with  your  reason,  nor 
diminish  from  it  with  a disobedient  mind. 

flf  any  amongst  you  have  movings  to  do  any  service 
for  the  Lord,  when  they  have  done  it,  let  them  return 
again  with  speed  to  their  habitation,  and  there  serve  the 
Lord  in  their  generation;  that  no  slothfulness  may  be 
amongst  you. 

At  Cleaveland,  he  visited  a people  who  had  at  one  time 
been  favored  with  Divine  openings,  and  had  had  great 
meetings,  but  were  then  shattered  to  pieces.  For  this  sad 
change  he  thus  accounts  : 

*1  told  them,  That  after  they  had  had  such  meetings, 
they  did  not  wait  upon  God  to  feel  his  power  to  gather 
their  minds  inward,  that  they  might  feel  His  presence 
and  power  amongst  them  in  their  meetings,  to  sit  down 
therein,  and  wait  upon  Him  : for  they  had  spoken  them- 
selves dry ; they  had  spent  their  portions,  and  not  living 
in  that  which  they  spake  of,  they  were  now  become  dry. 
But  my  message  unto  them  from  the  Lord  was,  That 
they  should  all  come  together  again,  and  wait  to  feel  the 
Lord’s  power  and  spirit  in  themselves ; to  gather  them 
to  Christ,  that  they  might  be  taught  of  Him  who  says, 
“ Learn  of  me.”  He  adds,  Most  of  the  people  came  to 
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be  convinced,  and  received  God’s  everlasting  truth,  and 
continue  a meeting  to  this  day,  sitting  under  the  teaching 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  their  Saviour. 

In  an  epistle  addressed  “ To  all  people  on  the  earth,” 
designed  to  point  out  the  difference  between  “ The  birth 
that  must  be  silent,”  and  “ The  birth  that  is  to  speak,” 
the  following  passages  occur. 

*This  is  to  all  that  would  learn  silent  waiting  upon 
God,  and  silent  meeting ; for  none  ever  shall  come  to 
God,  but  as  they  do  come  to  that  of  God  in  them,  the 
light  which  Christ  hath  enlightened  them  withal. 

Keep  to  that  of  God  in  you,  which  will  lead  you  up  to 
God,  when  you  are  still  from  your  own  thoughts  and 
imaginations,  and  desires  and  counsels  of  your  own  hearts, 
and  motions  and  will ; when  you  stand  single  from  all 
these,  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  your  strength  is  renewed. 
He  that  waits  upon  the  Lord,  feels  his  Shepherd,  and  he 
shall  not  want.  And  that  which  is  of  God  within  every 
one,  is  that  which  brings  them  together  to  wait  upon 
God,  which  brings  them  to  unity,  which  joins  their  hearts 
together.  So  as  this  moves,  this  is  not  to  be  quenched, 
when  it  moves  to  pray  or  speak. 

The  paper  which  immediately  follows  this  epistle,  in 
his  collected  works,  is  a very  short  document,  which 
briefly  expresses  the  views  of  this  father  in  the  church. 
It  thus  commences. 

■(Concerning  silent  meetings ; the  intent  of  all  speaking 
is  to  bring  into  the  life,  and  to  walk  in,  and  to  possess  the 
same,  and  to  live  in  and  enjoy  it,  and  to  feel  God’s  pres- 
ence, and  that  is  in  the  silence,  (not  in  the  wandering, 
whirling,  tempestuous  part  of  man  or  woman,)  for  there 
is  the  flock  lying  down  at  noon-day,  and  feeding  of  the 
bread  of  life,  and  drinking  at  the  springs  of  life,  when 
they  do  not  speak  words ; for  words  declared  are  to  bring 

* Works,  vol.  4,  page  131.  f Id.,  page  134. 
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people  to  it,  and  confessing  God’s  goodness  and  love,  as 
they  are  moved  by  the  eternal  God  and  His  Spirit. 

A blessed  day  indeed  will  it  be  for  the  successors  in 
religious  profession  of  George  Fox,  or  for  any  other  peo- 
ple, when  it  can  be  truly  said  of  them,  as  is  recorded  in 
his  Journal  of  a congregation  in  Cumberland : 

*Their  eyes  were  turned  to  Christ  their  teacher ; and 
they  came  to  sit  down  under  their  own  vine;  insomuch 
that  Francis  Howgill,  coming  afterwards  to  visit  them, 
found  they  had  no  need  of  words ; for  they  were  sitting 
under  their  teacher,  Christ  Jesus ; in  the  sense  whereof 
he  sat  down  amongst  them,  without  speaking  anything. 

Those  who  are  truly  gathered  into  a dependence  on 
the  Divine  teaching,  and  are  living  branches  of  the  true 
Vine,  will  not  be  a lukewrarm  or  idle  people.  They  will 
be  kept  in  a zealous  and  lively  frame  of  mind  by  their 
earnest,  watchful  attention  to  the  calls  of  duty,  whether 
these  calls  lead  them  to  silent  waiting  for  strength  to 
resist  temptations  to  evil,  or  to  availing  petitions  for  their 
daily  spiritual  food,  or  to  active  labor  for  others  in  the 
church  or  the  world.  George  Fox,  both  by  example 
and  precept,  was  opposed  to  a cold  formality,  as  well  as 
to  unauthorized  zeal  and  activity.  While  he  taught  that 
our  own  works  were  of  no  avail,  except  as  they  were 
done  through  the  movings  and  help  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  was  concerned  that  all  should  be  diligent  in 
performing  those  services  into  which  they  were  divinely 
led ; and  very  earnest  were  his  exhortations  to  Friends 
not  to  neglect  the  work  of  their  day.  Thus,  when  in 
Ireland  in  1669,  he  says  : 

fl  was  moved  to  declare  to  Friends  there  in  the  min- 
istry, as  followeth : 


* Journal,  page  154. 


f Id.,  page  420. 
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Sound,  sound  abroad,  you  faithful  servants  of  the 
Lord,  witnesses  in  His  name.  * * * Sound  ye  the 

trumpets,  the  melodious  sound  abroad,  that  all  the  deaf 
ears  may  be  opened.  * * Awaken  the  dead,  awaken 

the  slumberers,  awaken  the  dreamers,  awaken  them  that 
be  asleep,  awaken  them  out  of  their  graves,  out  of  their 
tombs. 

In  an  epistle  to  “ Friends  in  the  ministry,”  written  in 
1690,  a few  weeks  before  his  death,  he  thus  encourages 
them : 

*A11  Friends  in  the  ministry,  everywhere,  to  whom 
God  hath  given  a gift  of  the  ministry,  and  who  use  to 
travel  up  and  down  in  the  gift  of  the  ministry,  do  not 
hide  your  talent,  nor  put  your  light  under  a bushel ; nor 
cumber  yourselves,  nor  entangle  yourselves  with  the 
affairs  of  this  world.  Stir  up  the  gift  of  God  in  you, 
improve  it  and  do  not  sit  down,  Demas-like,  and  embrace 
this  present  world,  that  will  have  an  end ; lest  ye  become 
idolaters.  Be  valiant  for  God’s  truth  upon  the  earth,  and 
spread  it  abroad  in  the  day-light  of  Christ. 


The  substance  of  George  Fox’s  teaching  may  be  briefly 
expressed  in  the  language  of  his  cotemporary  and  fellow- 
sufferer — Isaac  Penington.  “ It  is  no  less  than  the  Light 
of  the  everlasting  day,  in  which  the  renewed  man  is  to 
walk,  and  no  less  than  the  life  of  the  Son,  (whom  God 
gave  a ransom  for  sinners,)  which  can  quicken  man  so 
to  do  ; and  none  but  Christ,  none  but  Christ,  by  His  life 
revealed  in  the  soul,  and  blood  shed  there  to  wash  it,  can 
save  the  poor  sinner  from  sin,  wrath  and  misery ; and, 
my  hope  is  not  in  what  I have  done,  do,  or  can  do ; but, 
in  what  He  hath  done  without  me , and  also  doeth  in  me” 
“ If  we  receive  the  Light,  and  walk  in  the  Light,  as 
God  is  in  the  Light,  then  have  we  a share  in  His  Son’s 
death  and  atonement,  and  his  blood  cleanseth  fjom  un- 
righteousness ; but  not  otherwise” 

* Journal,  page  541. 
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